The lexeme ‘POWER’ in J. R. R. Tolkien’s ‘The Lord of the Rings’: its meanings and uses
Королева Алла Львовна

Студентка МГУ им. М. В. Ломоносова, Москва, Россия
The concept of power occupies a special place in ‘The Lord of the Rings’. The shades of meaning of the word ‘power’ and its connotations vary within the book. We have divided all occurrences of this word into several groups in accordance with the meanings, realized in the context:
1. Capacity of sd/sth to do sth, influence, or subdue sd/sth:

1.1 With reference to sentient beings;
1.2 With reference to objects/places;

2. Supernatural forces that also can influence or subdue:

2.1 Evil force;

2.2 Impersonal supreme force (we will shortly call it ‘providence/providential power’);

3. Other cases.
1.1 This meaning is realized very often. The narrator and the characters of the book refer to somebody who has power to do something, or describe somebody as powerful, capable of submitting others.
1.2 The word ‘power’ was often used to describe:
A) The Rings. Rings are thought to be endowed with certain power: power to create, to control, to submit. However, the power of different rings is different. 

B)  Certain Places. In this case we are mostly speaking about the Elven Lands. Their power is of a specific kind and this can be illustrated in the following passages: ‘…there is a secret power here that holds evil from the land.’ [Tolkien: 338]; ‘You passed through the Hidden Land… but it seems that you little understood its power.’ [Tolkien: 667]. It is clear from these examples that the characters consider this power as ‘secret’, mysterious, but very mighty. It is neither a military power nor a kind of magical power that the Elves possess. But this power is able to 1) resist evil; 2) influence anybody who enters these lands.
2.1. It seems to be difficult to draw a distinct line between such cases when ‘evil power’ refers to the elemental supernatural force (as a part of the universe) and those when it means the personal power (mostly that of Sauron) or the military might of Mordor. Very often we have a mixture of meanings, e. g. ‘A new Power is rising… We may join with that Power.’ [Tolkien: 259] ‘White Council drove the dark power from Mirkwood’ [Tolkien: 47]; ‘…the other [hand] was clutched at its breast, but held concealed some nameless menace of power and doom.’ [Tolkien: 904] etc. 

2.2 Sometimes the characters of the trilogy refer to some unnamed and mysterious power (or powers), which can intervene into the course of events: ‘There are other powers at work far stronger…’ [Tolkien: 268]; ‘There was more than one power at work, Frodo… Behind that there was something else at work, beyond any design of the Ring-maker.’ [Tolkien: 55-56] etc. The reference to this power can be described as foreboding of something invisible, incomprehensible but extremely mighty; something that is stronger than the most dreadful evil forces. This reminds us of the believing in the almighty God, but without any ritual practices or any particular knowledge about God. It seems to be the specific power of fairy tales, the power of ‘eucatastrophe’. It is a term, which was invented by Tolkien and which can be applied to his books. This is how he explained it: ‘...the sudden happy turn in a story which pierces you with a joy that brings tears (which I argued it is the highest function of fairy-stories to produce)… joy which produces tears because it is qualitatively so like sorrow, because it comes from those places where Joy and Sorrow are at one, reconciled, as selfishness and altruism are lost in Love.’ [Carpenter: 100] The possibility of this joy is being somehow presupposed by the characters, when they are referring to this providential power.
3. A) The ring(s) of power. From the point of view of its syntax, this phrase can be interpreted in a few ways: ‘a ring that has power’, ‘a ring that can give power’, and ‘a ring that belongs to a certain power’. In the world of Middle-Earth the wordings matter. In epic stories the word was treated with special reverence. People believed that words are endowed with certain power and thus should be uttered cautiously. And may be the very story of the Ring is one of interpretation and misinterpretation. Those who are tempted by the Ring consciously or unconsciously perceive it as ‘the ring that gives power’. But in reality, it is rather ‘the ring that has power [over the one who keeps it]’, or ‘the ring that belongs to certain power (Sauron)’. 

B) ‘He is plotting to become a Power’. This phrase is one of the most interesting and most mysterious. It was pronounced by Treebeard – an ent, while speaking about the wizard Saruman who turned to evil: ‘'I think that I now understand what he is up to. He is plotting to become a Power. He has a mind of metal and wheels’ [Tolkien: 473]. Apparently, the way Treebeard uses the word ‘power’ is slightly unusual. The most relevant meaning in the ‘Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English’ is ‘strength or influence in a particular area of activity’ [Hornby: 1187]. The last part of the sentence, however, suggests that there should be an adjective describing this area of activity (e. g. ‘economic power’).  Due to the absence of an adjective, we can suppose that the character wants to ‘become power’ in all areas of life in Middle-Earth. The indefinite article (that often used when referring to a representative of a class of things) implies the idea that there are many struggling powers in the world: they differ in intensity, nature, and scope. 
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